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GLOSSARY INFORMATION

This glossaryintends tadbe morghan arexplanatory note to th&ords,
terms or notionsised inconstructinghis databaselt is essentially a
guide to arunconventionatliscourse onvhatis calleddevelopmenand
to anemerging vision for a radical shfiftom thedevelopmenparadigm,
particularlyfrom anintercultural perspective.

Thedatabasattempts tarticulate a mode dahinking bycreating new
wordsand terminologiethat place culture as tmeatrix tounderstand
endogenouandtraditionalknowledgeand practicesMany of thewords,
notions, conceptandtermsused aslescriptors areself-explanatory.
Only thosewhich are not have beamcluded inthis glossary.

SECTION 1: TRADITIONAL AND ENDOGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND
PRACTICES ONTOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS

Ontologicalfoundation (of agiven cultureyefers towhatis sometimes
called: theOntology, theMetaphysik, the Weltanschauung, the
Cosmovision, Th&osmology, thaVorldview of agiven culture. This
meanseach culturdnolds aparticular vision oReality as avholeandits
myths,symbols beliefs, insightsexperience, expressions are ¢tineund,
the spring, the horizon, thgostulates of alks knowledgeand practices.

Thethree distinct dimensions of tleatologicalfoundation of agiven
culture areconsideredhere:

- theHuman dimensionits vision of Man Anthropological vision);

- theCosmic dimensionits vision of the Cosmososmological vision);

- the Divine dimensionits vision of theMystery, the Transcendent, the
Divine principle (Theological vision). A note of cautiosrequiredhere
in order not taeducetheology to garticulartheology of goarticular
religion, forexample tovhat themonotheistic religionanderstand by
theword theology.
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ARTISTIC CULTURES, ECONOMIC CULTURES, POLITICAL CULTURES ETC.

Theterm culturas usedhere asuffix to artistic,economicpolitical and
so on, inorder toexplicitatethat themeaning of culture as timeatrix of a
given peopletheir way of life andtheir knowledgeand practices in
various aspects dsfuman living. Thiss in contrast to theinderstanding
of culture as a&ociological/anthropological ora@nceptual/objective
categonylike othercategoriesuch aseconomicspolitics etc.

In otherwords,it is anacknowledgement of tHfactthat thehuman
groups invarious parts of the worldossessheir own treasures of
knowledgeand practicepertaining tadifferentrealms ofhuman
activitiessuch as artconomicspolitics, health careeducationJaw and
justice, agricultureenvironmentso onandsoforth. Different cultures
havedifferent notions to express their languagesvhich aremostoften
non-translatable iruropeananguagesisedhere. Moreover, the
meaning othosetermsand notionsanbe radicallydifferentfrom the
westerntermsusedhere. Examples Arthashastras or thiEmjmani system
(economic system) of Indic traditions (imdia); the &conomics" of the
gift or communitariarreciprocityamong the Kanaks in Ne@aledonia;
the traditions oRAyurvedicmedicine inindia orChinesamedicine; the
"political” tradition of the Cercland of the Stateless Nationrdmong
Iroquois people oNorth America €alledHandenosaunce)].

This particularway ofunderstandingndusing theword culturemay
enable us tainderstand theomplexities of the issuemncerning cultural
identity; thenecessity for theecognition ofpeoplestights to cultural
identity and of theaneed for a newnethodology for aenuine
intercultural dialogue.

RELIGIOUS CULTURES:

It is notmeant bythis expressiothatsome cultures aneligiouswhile
others are notWe arereferring towhatcouldbe called thereligious
dimension ofany culture understanding byeligious the dimension of
ultimacy inany culturdas related to the question ealvation liberation
or fullness of life. Hencewe are noreferringonly totheistic cultures or
only towhatis conventionallycalled the freat religions”, bualso to the
religious cultures oAfrica, of indigenougeoples; the religion of
secularity; the religion acditheismandso on.



PLURALISTIC PRACTICES:

This notion to theeality thatover the ages people aNer the world
borrowed transportedexportedjmportedknowledgeand know-how,
throughvariouskinds of interactionsToday, particularly in theSouth,
since theeuropearcolonialism, oneeanwitness thesvident existence of
modern-westergystems of practices in dumanactivitiesalongwith
multiplicity of traditional practices. This co-existencdloésetwo
separate modes khowledgeand practicess notalwaysharmonious.
Very often therelationshipfbetweernthemis one of domination,
contradictionandconflict, butat thesame timaeat is creativeand
innovative. Whatis intendedhereis toemphasize thaeecessity to
recognisghisreality. It shouldalsobe notedthatthis contradiction
betweemmodernityandtraditional practiceexists in thandustrialized
societies of thé&lorth @lthough notalwaysevident because of
overpowering technologiesgndthere arananysignsandevidence of
creativity an innovatiomhrough the contactwith the Asian,African and
Indigenous cultures.

ETHNOSCIENCE:

Althoughthistermis self-explanatoryt requiressomesupplementary
notes of caution asell as forfurther exploration.It is important to
understand theignificance othisterm. Forexampleethnomusicology,
in theacademic worldaefers to traditions of musmtherthan mainstream
western music. In theamemannerthnomedicineefers tomedical
traditionsotherthanmodern-westermedicineandthus ethnoscience
means modes dagdnowingotherthan dominant westestientific
knowledge. Thisansignify, on one handhatthereis anawarenesat
leastacademically, of the existencetbieseotherknowledgesystems, but
on theother handt canalsosignify aprocess of éthnicisation” ofthese
knowledges. Therocess oethnocisatiorgivesthesesystems of
knowledgeand practices peripheralstatus irrelationship to the modern
scientific system oknowledgewhich continues tdve dominant.

ECOSOPHY:

Thisis thewisdom of nature i.ewisdomthatcomesform natureandfrom
the cosmos.There are culturethat baseheir understanding afcology
onthatwisdom, forexample, thevisdom ofMother Earth, theanimals,
the plant life, the waters oivers etc. Suchecological culturefollow
directly thewisdominscribed inecosystematherthan thdogic,
planning,analysisand controfrom the dominant vision afcologythatis
based on th®gic of Manandhis objectiveunderstanding of Nature.



ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES:

To a largeextentthis databasattempts tacollect information on
"traditional know-how'such as, in agriculture, in the maintenance of
environmental balanc@ndso on. This traditional know-how" ofpeoples
andcommunitiesacross the worldés groupedhere as alternative
technologies.And this is with aspecificconcern for thereservation, the
conservatiorand growth of localkknowledgenstead ofappropriating
themwithin theparadigm of moderknowledge system.

SECTION 2: THEORIES AND CRITIQUES OF DEVELOPMENT
CULTURES AND DEVELOPMENT:

In recentyearsthere has been aamergence aheoriesaround the issues
concerning cultureanddevelopment. Foexamplethis decade has been
pronounced tdwe thedecade of CultureandDevelopment by UNESCO.
Thesetheories arpredominantlyconcerned about the modeaisd
programs oflevelopmenthat do nosufficiently takeinto consideration
the local culture itheir projects. Thesetheoriesgive very little attention
to thenecessityand/or theneed foranalysing thevery culture of
development.

ALTERNATIVES TO DEVELOPMENT

There has beamuch critiqgue otonventional models afevelopment
which aremainly economicandtechnological in natureThere aranany
theories for alternative models fodevelopment. Foexample,
endogenoudevelopmenpromotesdevelopmenbased on local culture
or model ofethnodevelopment clainteatthereshouldbe ethnocultural
variations ofdevelopment.Here,instead ospeaking about alternative
(models) ofdevelopmentwe areevoking the vision of alternatives to
developmenbased on thenowledgeand practices of local cultures. The
theories of alternatives ttevelopmentrticulate a critique of the notion
and culture otlevelopmentparticularlyits claim touniversality by the
culture ofdevelopmenandits being theabsolute point ofeference for
thegood life.

CULTURAL COLONIALISM OF DEVELOPMENT:

It is stipulatedherethat 'development” as a notiasineithera-cultural
nor universal. It is very muchrooted inmodern-western culture.



Without condemnindhereeverythingthatcomesunder the culture of
developmenit canbesaidthatspeciallyover thepast four osodecades,
activitiesand programsaroundthis concepthat have beeand arebeing
carried out, havéorged aparticular "culture”. This culturis based on a
rationalisticand technicalworld-view with abelief system itmonetized
economyand market asvell as intechnologywhich considerstself tobe
the salvation othuman race.Thusmost ofthesedevelopmentctivities
canbeperceived, irvaryingdegrees, asontemporaryorms of cultural
colonialism of theNorth toward theSouthand of thenodern-western
culturetoward the traditions of the Wedt.is notjust atransfer of a
development model for theell-being of allpeoples but an imposition of
ahomogenizing culture on tivehole world.



